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The Facts on Asylum 

Claimants 
 

Asylum claims to Canada are not 

new, and there have been periods 

in the past where asylum claims to 

Canada were higher than average. 

Those times coincided with global 

events, such as when the world 

changed in 2001, and during the 

2008 global recession (see figure 

1). These global issues were not of 

Canada’s making, but as Canadians 

we have always found solutions 

that best align with our values and 

traditions.  

It is true that Canada had a 

higher amount of irregular asylum 

claimants across the US border, 

mostly occurring in July and 

August 2017 (see figure 2). They 

are “irregular” because these 

individuals have not entered 

Canada at a specified port of entry. 

Irregular asylum claimants are 

immediately detained, and, like all 

other asylum claimants, undergo 

an in-depth process that includes 

interviews, taking fingerprints and 

photos, as well as extensive 

security, criminal record, and health 

checks. The asylum claim system is 

separate from our immigration 

system, and any time that there is 

an increase in asylum seekers does 

not mean that regular immigrants 

are short-changed after all the hard 

work that they have put into their 

regular immigration process. 

Our government has 

acknowledged the challenges that 

irregular migration poses. We have 

balanced a rules-based approach  

Cont’d on back page 

Thousands of new work and co-op op-

portunities for youth have been created, 

including doubling Canada Summer 

Jobs. We had such a high volume of ap-

plications last year from our riding, that 

our funding has been increased for 2019. 

This program supports our small busi-

nesses, not-for-profits, and small rural 

municipalities, and gives our young peo-

ple the job training opportunities they 

need to stay in our rural community, 

without losing them to the cities. 

We also created the Skills Boost Pro-

gram to give adult learners the support 

they need to succeed in the workforce 

through the new Canada Student Grant, 

and new EI flexibilities. The new Canada 

Workers Benefit, is also supporting the people 

who need it the most by providing up to 

$2,335 for low income families. If you’re 

eligible for the CWB, you’ll automatically receive 

it when you file your taxes. 

Investments in Skills Training are vital to Canada's 

government, and vital to our economy.  

INVESTING IN YOUR FUTURE  

In 2015, we had more individuals over 

the age of 65 than under 15 for the first 

time, and that trend is escalating. In light 

of our rapidly aging population and low 

birth rates, our country depends on im-

migration to remain prosperous and to 

ensure that our seniors have enough 

people in the workforce to maintain our 

social safety net system. In rural areas like 

ours, we also have the challenge of mi-

gration to urban centres. The north part 

of our riding, for example, declined by 

over 500 people from 2011 to 2016. This 

has an impact on our rural sustainability. 

I myself am the son of a recent immi-

grant father who came to Canada from 

Italy in the 1950s, eventually settling in 

Madoc where I grew up. It seems hard to 

believe nowadays that when groups like 

Italians, Ukrainians, and Irish came as im-

migrants to Canada in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries, they were seen by 

some as being “other,” and that they 

would not be able to integrate. How very 

wrong that idea was, and we even see it 

as laughable now! The same is true for 

immigration from others parts of the 

world today. Cont’d on inside fold 

The Benefits of Immigration to Rural Canada 



CLIMATE ACTION 
INCENTIVE 

An average Ontario family of four will receive a $307 

Climate Action Incentive payment through their Income 

Tax and Benefit return this year.  

 

Climate change is a real threat. We are taking action. We are 

putting a price on carbon pollution to encourage everyone to 

pollute less and make cleaner choices.  

 

We’re also keeping life affordable for families. The money collected 

by the federal government in Ontario is being returned to Ontarians 

through the new Climate Action Incentive. To receive the 

incentive, simply complete the schedule on your tax return. 

To recognize the special circumstances of Rural Communities, 

there will be a 10% top up to the payment if you live in a rural 

area (i.e. an area not within a Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) as 

recognized by Statistics Canada). In our riding, that includes all 

municipalities except Loyalist Township, which is part of the 

Kingston CMA, and Thurlow Ward, Tyendinaga Township, and 

Stirling-Rawdon Township, which are part of the Belleville CMA. 

 NEW  

* 

HERE’S 
WHAT AN 
AVERAGE 
FAMILY OF 4 
WILL GET: 

Parent 1 
$154 

Parent 2 
$77 

Child 1 
$38 

Child 2 
$38 $307

FOR ONTARIO FAMILIES 

The bigger, better 

Canada Child Benefit. 

Investing in 
your family 

The Canada Child Benefit  is giving your 

family more money — up to $6,500 per 

year, per child. 

 

The average family has now received 

$4,600 more under CCB than the previous 

government’s old plan. 

 

The CCB is tax free. Just file your taxes to 

qualify. 

 

This sends about  $5.5 million each month 

to low and middle income families of over 

16,000 kids in our riding. This fuels our 

local businesses through spending on 

things like sports or arts programs, food on 

the table, clothes, and school supplies.  



Napanee artist Gesina Laird-Buchanan showed PM 

Justin Trudeau her life-like sculpture of his father PM 

Pierre Trudeau—made entirely of wool, including 

some from Topsy Farms on Amherst Island!  

The Frigault family joined Mike for a tour of Centre 

Block before it closed for renovations. It’s so special 

to see young people interested in their democracy! 

Work was well underway at the Deseronto Water 

Treatment Plant when Mike and Infrastructure 

Parliamentary Secretary Marco Mendicino toured the 

plant to see progress on the $2.4 million federal 

investment there with Councillor Norm Clark, CAO 

Christine Martin, and Ops Manager Todd Harvey, 

Small businesses like Kelly’s Flowers in Madoc play 

vital roles in rural job creation. To help, we have 

reduced small business taxes from 11% to 9%. 

Our whole community benefits from skills training at 

Loyalist College, whether it’s more tradespeople for 

infrastructure projects or more personal support 

workers for our aging population. Our federal Skills 

Boost program for adults and Summer Jobs program 

for youth is supporting workforce development. 

CONNECTING WITH CONSTITUENTS 

Local hockey teams like the Napanee Raiders and the 

Amherstview Jets contribute a lot to our rural 

community, whether it's bringing people together in 

a sense of community as they cheer on their local 

team, or raising money for local charities.  

Eighteen years of service at O’Hara Mill Homestead 

and Conservation Area in Madoc garnered Dave Little 

a well-deserved Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteerism. 

Volunteers like Dave keep our rural communities 

sustainable. Where would we be without the hard 

work of countless volunteers like him? 

Mike’s packed workshop in Bancroft demonstrated 

the clear need for more affordable housing. We are 

looking for more organizations to send applications 

for our $13.2 billion Co-Investment Housing Fund.  

In a rural riding made up of 19  municipalities and 1 First Nation reserve, service to community for an MP like 

Mike means consistently being in those communities to hear constituents’ perspectives, and how we can work 

together for the best results for our community, such as in recent meetings with Marmora and Tweed Councils.  

The nation to nation relationship with Indigenous 

peoples is central to our government. Mike joined 

Crown-Indigenous Relations Parliamentary Secretary 

Marc Miller for meetings recently in Tyendinaga. 

Local organizations like the Salvation Army—and 

many others—are there to help when people need it. 

Mike was happy to volunteer for them at Christmas.  

Mike met with his constituent Maureen Dawson and 

the Canadian Health Coalition to get their input on 

the importance of a National Pharmacare Plan.  

Our $325,000 investment last year helped Napanee’s 

FireRein commercialize its innovative fire suppression 

product. This year, they are looking to double their 

employees! This small business success story shows 

the great growth potential to tap in Rural Canada. 

The dairy and supply management sectors play an important role in the sustainability of our rural communities. 

Prime Minister Trudeau joined Mike in Napanee for a constructive meeting with the L&A County and Hastings 

County dairy farmers to hear their perspectives and recommendations on trade and supply management. When 

we go to the dairy aisle or buy groceries, let’s look for made-in-Canada products to support our local farmers! 

Carolyn Butts of Bon Eco Design in Tamworth gave 

testimony on waste reduction methods to the 

Environment Committee in Ottawa. As a member of 

the committee, Mike will be working on methods of 

reducing plastic waste in our society this spring.  



Canada now has the lowest small business 

tax rate of all G7 countries! 

We cut taxes for small 

businesses from 11% to 9%. 

Small businesses are now 

saving up to $7,500 a year.  
$ 

Cutting Small Business Taxes 

CUTTING YOUR TAXES, 
SUPPORTING OUR SENIORS 
 

Putting more money in your pocket. 

The average single Canadian is now 

saving $330 a year through the Middle 

Class Tax Cut.  

 

We cut taxes for 9 million middle class 

Canadians, by raising them on the 

wealthiest 1%. 

A typical middle class family of four 

is $2,000 better off this year 

thanks to the Canada Child Benefit 

and Middle Class Tax Cut. 

We returned the Old Age Security and  

Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) 

age to 65 after the previous government 

raised it to 67. This puts thousands of 

dollars back into the pockets of 

Canadians as they become seniors. 

 

2,400 low-income single seniors in 

our riding now receive $1.7 million 

more each year through our increase 

to the GIS, an average of $708 each. 

RURAL IMMIGRATION CONT’D 

My mother’s family has been in 

Quebec since immigrating there in the 

1600s. Through both my parents, I have 

the benefit of being raised by new and 

long-time immigrants to Canada, 

allowing me to understand in some 

ways the contributions of immigrants 

and Canadians of diverse backgrounds 

to the rich fabric and dynamism of our 

country. We are stronger because of 

the differences in that rich fabric.  

Take, for example, the Hosni family of 

Napanee, who came to our community 

as Syrian refugees in early 2016, 

sponsored by the heartfelt work of the 

local Lennox and Addington Refugee 

Group Enthusiasts (LARGE). When I got 

the chance to first meet them, they 

shared their story with me of their 

experience in war-torn Syria, and how 

grateful they were to be living in peace 

in Canada. When I welcomed them with 

Canadian flags, Majed and Razan’s 

youngest daughter, then only five years 

old, broke out into song: “O Canada, 

our home and native land…” Her sister 

and brothers joined in. It put tears in 

my eyes and I still get choked up when I 

think about it. It makes me so proud to 

be Canadian.  

Our rural communities need more 

people to grow, create more jobs, and 

ensure rural sustainability. As a result of 

advocacy from our National Liberal 

Rural Caucus and Rural Canadians, our 

government has launched the Rural and 

Northern Immigration Pilot program. 

For communities who want to take part, 

this program will result in them 

welcoming immigrants who will 

contribute to developing the local 

labour market and economy. If your 

community is interested, your 

community must work with a local 

economic development organization to 

complete your application. The 

economic development organization 

must be the one to submit the 

application. The application must have 

the support of your municipal leader(s) 

and a local or regional immigrant-

serving organization. Find more 

information about the criteria and 

requirements here: https://

www.canada.ca/en/immigration-

refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate

-canada/rural-northern-immigration-

pilot-about.html 
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with the compassion that is so intrinsic 

to our national identity. The fact is, 40% 

of the irregular asylum claimants who 

crossed the border in the last couple of 

years were kids under 18 years old. Of 

that number, one-third are children 11 

years old and younger.  

Irregular asylum claimants who have 

legitimate fears of persecution may go 

through the process of potentially 

becoming residents. Individuals who 

cannot prove they are legitimately 

fleeing persecution will not be 

permitted to stay in Canada. 

To handle these claims, we increased 

the capacity of Immigration, Refugees, 

and Citizenship Canada, and we are 

now seeing a 50% increase in claims 

being finalized. Our team has 

conducted extensive outreach, meeting 

with senior officials in the United States, 

key community leaders and other 

diplomatic officials to increase 

awareness of Canada’s laws and 

counter false information about 

Canada’s immigration system. This 

message is getting across. The short 

spike in mid-2017 

was quickly 

reduced (see 

figure 2). 

There has also 

been false 

information shared 

particularly on 

social media 

conflating the 

recent asylum 

claims to Canada 

and the signing of 

the UN Migration 

Pact. On the 

contrary, as Andrew Coyne in the 

National Post pointed out, the UN 

Migration Pact "sets out a few basic 

principles to guide states’ actions, with 

the aim not just of facilitating safe, 

orderly and regular migration, but 

reducing the incidence and negative 

impact of irregular migration. That’s 

right: the agreement is as much about 

reducing immigration as it is facilitating 

it, specifically by addressing the 

structural factors that hinder people 

from building and maintaining 

sustainable 

livelihoods in their 

countries of origin." 

He also adds "But 

here’s the thing. 

Suppose Canada, or 

any country, does 

not live up to these 

or any other of the 

agreement’s 

objectives. What 

happens then? 

Answer: nothing. 

The agreement is 

entirely and 

explicitly non-binding, non-enforceable, 

and non-justiciable." Even the former 

Conservative Immigration Minister Chris 

Alexander has said “[Andrew] Scheer’s 

statement is factually incorrect: this 

Compact is a political declaration, not a 

legally binding treaty. It has no impact 

on our sovereignty. Canada has always 

been a champion and example of safe, 

orderly, and regular migration.” 

The purpose of the migration 

agreement is to “foster international 

cooperation among all relevant actors 

on migration, acknowledging that no 

state can address migration alone, and 

upholds the sovereignty of states and 

their obligations under international 

law.” Since wars and climate change are 

already causing the highest levels of 

migration world-wide since World War 

Two, it behooves us to work with other 

countries to find solutions on this issue, 

and that is what we are doing. 

You can read more on asylum claims 

in Canada here: https://www.canada.ca/

en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/

campaigns/irregular-border-crossings-

asylum.html 

Why Green? 
 

I ran on a pledge to represent all my 

constituents if I was fortunate enough to be 

elected. So, while I am a proud member of 

the Liberal Caucus, I also want to make sure 

that my work as the Member of Parliament 

for Hastings—Lennox and Addington is 

done in as non-partisan a way as possible. 

That’s why I adopted the traditional House 

of Commons green colour scheme for all 

my work as your Member of Parliament.  

I heard time and again that Canadians were 

frustrated with partisan newsletters  

full of misleading questionnaires. Better is 

always possible, so please never hesitate to 

reach out to me with your feedback and 

suggestions for how I can serve you better. 

Contact Mike 
 

Email: mike.bossio@parl.gc.ca 

Call Toll Free: 1-866-471-3800 

Website: www.mikebossiomp.ca 

 

        Social Media: 

 

 

Main Office:  

20-B Richmond Blvd, Napanee 

 

Satellite Office Hours:  

Bancroft, Flinton, Madoc, Marmora, 

Stirling, Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, 

and Tweed. Call for details. 

 

Send your postage-free letters on any 

topic important to you to: 

 

Mike Bossio M.P. 

House of Commons 

Justice Building, Room 601 

Ottawa, Ontario  

K1A 0A6 

 

 

 

 

 

“Building long-term, sustainable rural 

communities is at the heart of all my 

work as your Member of Parliament.”
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